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Box No. I Basis of the opinion ; 

1 . With regard to the language, this opinion has been established on the basis of the international application in 
the language in which it was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

□ This opinion has been established on the basis of a translation from the original language into the following 
language , which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search _ 
(under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)). 

2. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application and 
necessary to the claimed invention, this opinion has been established on the basis of: 

a. type of material: 

□ a sequence listing 

□ table(s) related to the sequence listing 

b. format of material: 

□ in written format 

□ in computer readable form 

c. time of filing/furnishing: 

□ contained in the international application as filed. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 

3. □ in addition, in the case that more than one version or copy of a sequence listing and&r table relating thereto 

has been filed or furnished, the required statements that the information in the subsequent or additional 
copies is identical to that in the application as filed or does not go beyond the application as filed, as 
appropriate, were furnished. 

4. Additional comments: ~~ 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Rule 43&/S.1 (a)(1) with regard to novelty, inventive step or 
Industrial applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 


Yes: 


Claims 


5,12,14 




No: 


Claims 


1-4,6-11,13 


Inventive step (IS) 


Yes: 


Claims 






No: 


Claims 


1-14 


Industrial applicability (IA) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-14 




No: 


Claims 





2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 
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1 Reference is made to the following documents: 

D1 : WO 2004/001 922 A (SOLET, JO, M) 31 December 2003 (2003-1 2-31 ) 

D2 : US 5 924 892 A (FERRACINA ET AL) 20 July 1 999 (1 999-07-20) 

D3 : US 4 944 694 A (DORN ET AL) 31 July 1 990 (1 990-07-31 ) 

D4 : GB 2 308 584 A (JOHN * ROSE) 2 July 1 997 (1 997-07-02) 

D5: US 3 01 3 105 A (CRAIG BURNIEM) 12 December 1961 (1961-12-12) 

D6 : US 6 329 597 B1 (KALOUSTIAN JOHN) 1 1 December 2001 (2001 -1 2-1 1 ) 

D7 : US 3 776 262 A (FRITSCH U,US) 4 December 1 973 (1 973-1 2-04) 

D8 : US 5 596 479 A (CAMPBELL ET AL) 21 January 1 997 (1 997-01 -21 ) 

2 INDEPENDENT CLAIM 1 

The present application does not meet the criteria of Article 33(1 ) PCT, because the 
subject-matter of claim 1 is not new in the sense of Article 33(2) PCT. 

2.1 Document D1 discloses (the references in parentheses applying to this document): 
A conduit storage apparatus (1) , comprising: 

a manifold (50) comprising a bottom portion (51-54,87) and at least one top portion 
(85) attached to said bottom portion (51 -54,87); 

at least one ventilation opening (65) in said manifold; at least one conduit aperture 
(80) in said-manifold; 

means forgathering and storing excess conduit (40) within said manifold; and, means 
(210) for attaching an outlet to an interior surface of said manifold (cf. claim 1). 

2.2 Document D2 discloses (the references in parentheses applying to this document): 
A conduit storage apparatus (1) , comprising: 

a manifold comprising a bottom portion (6) and at least one top portion (7) attached 
to said bottom portion (6); 

at least one ventilation opening (12) in said manifold; at least one conduit aperture 
(12) in said manifold (figure 1 and 2 show four openings 12 which serve not only as 
conduit apertures but also implicitly as ventilation openings); 
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means (16,17) for gathering and storing excess conduit within said manifold; and, 
means (25) for attaching an outlet to an interior surface of said manifold (cf. claim 1). 

2.3 Document D3 also discloses, similar to the conduit storage apparatus of document 
D2, all the features of claim 1 . 

2.4 Document D4 discloses (the references in parentheses applying to this document): 
A conduit storage apparatus, comprising: 

a manifold comprising a bottom portion (1) and at least one top portion (7) attached 
to said bottom portion (1 ); 

at least one ventilation opening (1 9) in said manifold; at least one conduit aperture (6) 
in said manifold; 

means (2) for gathering and storing excess conduit within said manifold; and, means 
(3) for attaching an outlet to an interior surface of said manifold (cf. claim 1). 

2.5 Document D6 discloses (the references in parentheses applying to this document): 
A conduit storage apparatus, comprising: 

a manifold comprising a bottom portion (14) and at least one top portion (12) 
attached to said bottom portion (14); 

at least one ventilation opening (column 4, lines 27-32) in said manifold; at least one 
conduit aperture (54) in said manifold; 

means (14) for gathering and storing excess conduit within said manifold; and, means 
. (60) for attaching an outlet to an interior surface of said manifold (cf. claim 1). 

2.6 Document D5 also discloses, similar to the conduit storage apparatus-ef document 
D6, all the features of claim 1 . 

2.7 Document D7 discloses (the references in parentheses applying to this document): 
A conduit storage apparatus, comprising: 

a manifold comprising a bottom portion (37) and at least one top portion (24) 
attached to said bottom portion (37); — 
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A method for protecting a power strip (3) and related cords (4,5), comprising the 
steps of: 

producing a manifold (1 ,7); 

attaching a power strip (3) to an interior surface of said manifold (1 ,7); plugging at 
least one electrical device power cord (4,5) into said power strip (3); gathering (2) 
excess cords; and storing excess cords within said manifold (1 ,7) (cf. claim 6). 

3.5 Document D6 discloses (figure 4; the references in parentheses applying to this 
document): 

A method for protecting a power strip (60) and related cords, comprising the steps of: 
producing a manifold (12,14); 

attaching a power strip (60) to an interior surface of said manifold (12,14); plugging at 
least one electrical device power cord into said power strip (60); gathering excess 
cords; and storing excess cords within said manifold (1 2,14) (cf. claim 6). 

3.6 Document D8 discloses (the references in parentheses applying to this document): 

A method for protecting a power strip (112) and related cords (70a-d), comprising the 
steps of: 

producing a manifold (20,24); 

attaching a power strip (112) to an interior surface of said manifold (20,24); plugging 
at least one electrical device power cord (70a-d) into said power strip (112); gathering 
excess cords; and storing excess cords within said manifold (20,24) (see figure 5) (cf. 
claim 6). 



4 INDEPENDENT CLAIM 11 

4. 1 The present application does not meet the criteria of Article 33(1 ) PCT, because the 
subject matter of claim 1 1 does not involve an inventive step in the sense of Article 
33(3) PCT. 
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4.1 .1 Document D2, which is considered to represent the most relevant state of the 
art to the subject matter of claim 1 1 , discloses (the references in parentheses 
applying to this document): 

A power outlet system (1 ), comprising: 

a case comprising a bottom portion (6) and at least one top cover (7) attached 
to said bottom portion; 

a hinge device connecting the bottom portion to at least one top cover (column 
2, lines 4-6); 

means for securing at least one top cover to the bottom portion (column 2, lines 
7-8); 

at least one power outlet device (25) connected to an interior surface of said 

case by. a means for attaching; 

at least one conduit aperture (12) in said case; 

means (16,17) for gathering and storing conduit within said case; 

4.1 .2 The subject-matter of independent claim 1 1 differs from the disclosure of D2 in: 
A at least one ventilation aperture in said case (although it can also be 

argued that openings 12 serve as ventilation openings); 
B and means for skid-resistance attached to said case. 

4.1 .3 The problem to be solved by the present invention may therefore be regarded 
as 

A to prevent excessive heat production in the case 
B to prevent sliding of the case 

The features A and B of claim 1 1 constitute an aggregation or juxtaposition of 
features without producing a synergistic effect. 

4.1 .4 Features A "at least one ventilation aperture in said case" are for example 

described in document D1 or D4 or D5 or D6 as providing the same advantages 
as in the present application. 

Features B "means for skid-resistance attached to said case" are for example 
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described in document D8 (column 7, lines 36-54) as providing the same 
advantages as in the present application. 

The skilled person would therefore regard it as a normal design option to 
include these features A and B in the power outlet system described in 
document D2 in order to solve the problems posed. 

4.1 .5 Therefore the features disclosed in D2, D1 (or D4 or D5 or D6) and D8 would be 
combined by the skilled person, without exercise of any inventive skills in order 
to solve the technically independent problems A and B posed. The proposed 
solution in independent claim 1 1 thus cannot be considered inventive (Article 
33(3) PCT). 

4.2 The present application does not meet the criteria of Article 33(1 ) PCT, because the 
subject-matter of claim 1 1 is not new in the sense of Article 33(2) PCT. 
Document D4 discloses (the references in parentheses applying to this document): 

_ A power outlet system (1), comprising: 
a case comprising a bottom portion (1) and at least one top cover (7) attached to said 
bottom portion; 

a hinge device (1 0) connecting the bottom portion to at least one top cover; 
means (9) for securing at least one top cover to the bottom portion; 
at least one power outlet device (2,3) connected to an interior surface of said case by 
a means for attaching; 

at least one conduit aperture (6) in said case; 

means (2) for gathering and storing conduit within said case; 

at least one ventilation aperture in said case (19); and means (13) for skid-resistance 

attached to said case. 

5 DEPENDENT CLAIMS 2-5, 7-10,1 2-1 4 

Dependent claims 2-5, 7-10, 12-14 do not contain any features which, in combination 
with the features of any claim to which they refer, meet the requirements of the PCT 
in respect of novelty and/or inventive step (Article 33(2) and (3) PCT): 



Form PCT/lSA/237 (Separate Sheet) (Sheet 6) (EPO-January 2004) 



WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING 
AUTHORITY (SEPARATE SHEET) 



International application No. 
PCT/US2005/006374 



The features of these claims, which seem to constitute an aggregation or 
juxtaposition of features without producing a synergistic effect, are either known per 
se from documents D1-D8 (cf. claims 2-4, 7-10, 13,14) as cited in the international 
search report or suggest slight changes apparatus of claim 1 or system of claim 1 1 
(cf. claims 5 and 1 2) which come within the scope of the customary practice followed 
by persons skilled in the art, especially as the advantages thus achieved can be 
readily contemplated in advance. 
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